
 

 

Hillel Production Guidelines 

 

i. Performances 

i. The semesterly Hillel production will consist of 4 performances: a Thursday night 

premiere, a post-shabbat Saturday night show, a Sunday matinee and a final 

performance on Sunday night. 

ii. Hillel productions may not be performed on weekends that include non-Sabbath 

Jewish holidays that fall out on Thursday, Friday, Saturday, or Sunday night.  

 

ii. Rehearsals and Meetings 

i. Rehearsals, production staff meetings, and any other procedural gatherings 

involved with the preparation or performance of the Hillel production may not be 

scheduled on Shabbat or any other Jewish holidays that prohibit work.  

I. Shabbat and holidays begin at sunset and end the night of the following 

day. Therefore, rehearsals must be scheduled outside those times. The 

production staff of the Hillel show can consult the Brandeis Chaplaincy 

and/or Hillel leadership to access a calendar outlining these times.  

II. It is important to note that while some of the autumnal Jewish holidays 

are listed as having one “work-prohibited” day, this is only according to 

the University calendar. Some students still observe a second day of 

“work-prohibited” holiday after the first day of Sukkot and Shemini Atzeret.  

 

iii. Sexual Content and Nudity 

i. In accordance with UTC policy, Hillel productions are prohibited from featuring 

onstage nudity.  

I. Onstage nudity is the appearance of a partially or fully unclothed actor--sexual 

or nonsexual--that reveals bare breasts, genitalia, or buttocks.  

       b. Hillel productions are prohibited from featuring explicit sexual content. 

I. Explicit sexual content is the simulation of penetrative sex, be it oral, vaginal, 

anal, etc. 

II. Explicit sexual content does not include sex acts that are obstructed from the 

view of the audience, be that obstruction achieved physically or through 

innuendo. 

  

iv. Swearing 

i. The use of excessively profane language in Hillel productions is prohibited. 

(i) Excessively profane language constitutes swear words that are used as 

exclamation or are otherwise spoken out of an appropriate context. 

(ii) If the director of a Hillel Production or the current UTC e-board finds 

themselves unable to determine whether certain profane language is 

contextually acceptable, they should consult the production’s actors--

collectively or individually--to gage their comfort level, and reach a mutual 

decision on the matter.  

v. Costumes 



 

 

i. The selected Hillel production must allow for--but not necessarily require--modest 

costuming, within the guidelines of appropriate Orthodox-Jewish dress. 

I. Orthodox-Jewish dress requires elbow and knee length clothing and the 

covering of skin below the collarbone.  

II. A Hillel Production cast member has the right to request that their costume 

fulfill these guidelines at their own discretion. 

 

       6. Singing 

1. Some Jewish women adhere to the tradition of “kol isha”, which limits the 

capacity in which they may sing in front of an audience. This includes the 

prohibition of solo performance in front of men. However, they may sing along 

with a chorus of two other women or more. Therefore, roles in the Hillel 

Production that work within the framework of these guidelines must also be 

available for women interested in participating. 

       

       7. Production Food 

1. All food, snacks, or beverages provided for the cast, that are funded by the UTC, 

must have kosher options.  


